FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
becomes more lucid to us if we assume that Demole
has combined the two last-named psychologists with
the two patients, forming, out of four, two com-
posite persons. The process is sufficiently familiar to
us from our dream interpretations. Vaschide, who
like Nicoud had recently died, becomes amalga-
mated with Nicoud into one person in the uncon-
scious of Demole. Perhaps the association between
the two is facilitated by a similarity in sound; De-
mole was well acquainted with the first name of
Vaschide, Nicolas, a name whose first syllable is
the same as that of Nicoud.
Freud becomes, in the same manner, one with
Larin, who is soon to die. But the ambitious wish
stirred up by the reading of the Psychopathology is
directed to the death of the Viennese psychologist,
who like the earlier Vaschide stands in the way of
Demole's ambitions. This hypothesis gains force
when we hear what emotions he bestows on the
living and the dead patients. Nicoud is no longer
interesting, he is finished; Larin, on the contrary,
is interesting because he is going to die. " La malade
pendant sa vie est done Pobjet d'une preoccupa-
tion, d'un interet, il est charge de P affect et a Tau-
topsie il y a une abreaction, comme dirait Freud.*5
The Vaschide (Nicoud) who opposed the ambitions
of Demole is dead. Now the feeling which has been
lavished on him is directed towards Freud (Larin);
he must die also so that Demole's ambition may have
free rein. This unconscious substitution is covered
up by another wish, one which attains to conscious-
ness and which is impelled also by Demole's ambi-
tion: Larin shall die and his autopsy will give me a
chance to speak to the professor about the visit to
Paris. From this standpoint, the expression " sin "
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